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kings and priests unto God even to his Futher; to him be glory and dominion forever 


end ever—AMEN. Revelations, chap. 1. 
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FORMATION 
OF 


CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 


It is, in a very high degree, interesting, that, to the operation of a few simple agencies 


—perhaps, finally to one, we should be able, agreeably to the philosophy of nature, to 


reter the lovely forms, the graceful attitudes, the beautiful colours, and all the motions, 
tastes and odours by which the vegetable kingdom is so eminently characterized ; the 
stems, staiks, and trunks are exalted ; the branches, props or arms aud foliage are evol- 
ved, and all the buds, flowers, and fruit, per gradatum, thrown forth in groups so gay, 
80 rich, so various, that our reason is confounded and we readily give in to the conclu- 


sion, that a creation so sweet, so lofty, or so rich as is the rose, the cedar or the vine- 
must, of needs, be the offspring of combined and innumerable principles: but reazon must 


here do homage to the counsels of experience, whose certain and more sober dictates 
abundantly assure us that, to the combined operation of only two or three vital and non_ 
vital forces, the whole of vegetable ane ee lovely, and impree- 
sive, is ultimately to be referred. 

It isnot, however, in the vegetable world alone, that diverse, vast and minute phe- 
nomena are alike controlled by the same all pervading principle : throughout inorganic 
nature also, this obtains, and the tear that descends from the eye of afflicted beauty, the 
dew-drops resting like beads on the down of leaves, as well as a 7 


meets the orient sun, now flies 
_ With the fixed stars, fixed in their orb that flies, 

And the five other wand’ring fires, that move 
withont cong’ 


are alike influenced by the same all pervading force. i 
ture, a few principles, perhaps only one, accomplish every thing. The hand that raised 


the ‘ potent rod of Amram’s son, in Egypt’s evil day,’ and hers who stretched forth her 
all, her only mite, the widows mite, and cast into the treasury of the Lord, were | 


equally inspired with the same pervading principle of faith; she too who sat at Jesus’ 
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feet— Mary who loved the better part, and old Elisha, doubly portioned with his Masters 
spirit, when with his mantle he emote asunder the swellings of Jordan, and Paul, on 
Mars’ hill, when‘ like Maia’s son, he stood’ amid the crowd of curious and gay Athe” 
nians, and raised his hand on high, and from his lips poured light and life divine into the 
souls of Damaris, and Dionysius the Areopagite, each could say, could greatly say, 
I also have believed. | 

Methinks I see the great apostie of the gentile world, whose single babours. could 
outweigh a thousand of us modern pigmies, and a dozen even of his own competrs, 

- with Cephas at their head. Methinks I see him raise his hand on high, amid the Areop 7 
agus— his mighty spirit stirred within him by the huge apostacy from God and rectitude» 
that lay around in Athens. Oh, who can tell the measure of his soul, when to that 
grave, and learned, and venerable assembly, he cried aloud and said *Ye men of 
Athens!’ and shook the bulwarks of the heathen world? 

But whether it be in Paul, temperance and grandeur, or in Apollos and Cephas, upirit 
and eloquence, whether it be love like John’s, or the joy of Mary, when she cried, ‘ my 
sou! doth magnify the Lord’ or peace, or long suffering, or the gentleness of Christ ; 
the goodness of Barnabas, or fidelity in Pergamenian Antipas; the poverty that repines 
not, or the riches that exalt not themselves; the mourning that sucks at the breasts of 
the Bible heavenly consolations, the mercifulness which shows to others what it sup- 
plicates for itself, or the purity whose boldness is all divine, the spiritual hungering, 
the spiritual thirsting that eats and drinks heavenly things and rich in the name of the 
Lord, all Christian ornaments, all godly graces are resolvable ultimately into faith, and 

on faith as on a pure and Gare the cntize temple of Christian character is 
reared. 
Man, between birth and death, isin. state of continuous étfucation, subsisting under. 

a double order of relations to matter, and to men; these relations form the prima ma- 

teria of his thoughts, and constitute the basis or substratum of his education in knowi- © 

edge, and his knowledge of these relations, if made subservient to life and happiness, 7 

becomes the basis of his edacation in practice, 

tute his character. 

it from’ modern and corrupt forms of it, that it neither reccives nur rejects any man on 
account of former character, but proposes to translate him into the state and condition 
of a true christian, not from any consideration of good or evil done before, but simply 
- on account of principle, or, because he acknowledges himself a possessor of that prin- 
ciple of faith in Jesus Christ, which is the foundation on which it pleaseth Almighty 
God to rear the temple of all subsequent character in those, who through the Redeemer, 
seek to inherit life eternal: it is of the utmost importance, to distinguish between char- 
acter, and the principles on which it is built, because Christianity may, with propriety, 
be interpreted, the formation of a divine character on the principle of faith, of which 
Christ is at once the model and the Author—‘ He is our life.’ i 
When the Christian institution came forth between Jews.and Gentiles, the following 
representation of their morals was elaberated, by a master who enjoyed every Oppor- | 
tunity of knowing the true state of the case: of the Gentiles, he said ‘ they were Alled 
with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness ; full of 
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, dispiteful, ge 
proud boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient eer ee | 
implacable, unmerciful.’ = 

‘And of the Jews he wrote they had all gone out of the way, ‘ they are become wholly 

unprofitable, there is none that dveth good, no not one ; their throat is an open sepul- — 
chre, with their tongues they have used deceit, the poison of asps is under their lips, - 
feet are swift to shed blood, destruc. 
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tion and misery are in their ways, and the way of peace have they not known, there is 


no fear of God and lmorel ty had made them wholly . 


unprofitable. 

But yet, neither of the tea A deplorable as was their moral character, ¥ was ever de- 
nied the privilege of becoming Christians, but on the contrary, both were solicited, and 
urged, to enter the Christian church on the principle of faith in Jesus, that under him 
they might grow in knowledge and favour, or knowledge and practice, which is the 
game, and so attain,a new and divine nature, or character, such as should please God ; 
and in order to clear away the foundation for the upbuilding of the new man, every 
one was pardoned all former faults, sins, iniquities, or transgressions, washed in the 


waters of baptism, justified by the blood of Christ, and sanctified by the spirit of our _ 


God, so that God is actually styled ‘ Him that justifieth the ungodly,’ or that pardoneth 
wicked people; but all this may be easily inferred, of a religion that is divine, for how 
should men begin a new life, with consciences’ burdened with the iniquities of their 
former behaviour? By faith we enter into the church below; by character we enter 
the church above. 

We shall conclude this brief article by observing that Brother Z. was guilty of a 
fatal error when he divorced practice from principle, and supposed that because he was 
admitted to pardon by faith, he might therefore remain in the church without character: 
the injunction is ‘add to your faith courage,’ but Z., has not the courage of a child, and 
the oracle that says, faith without works is dead, proves Z. to be a mere cadaver! What 


_ Godly graces, what kingly virtues, what ornaments of peace and meekness, has he | 


transferred from the life of Christ and made his own? none at all: the sight of Jcsus 


and the revelation of theéons of light, would change him to a cinder : He stand up before 
Paul! or Elijah, or Moses, or Noah, or, more than all, the Son of man! let him now 
- put the question to a bar from which there is no appeal—his own conscience, if he yet. 


has any, and ask whether he has sought to please God, by keeping the commandments 
of Jesus? 


Very different is the case of Eugenius; he, as well as Bro. Z. soa Cink pardon fs by 


” faith that it might be by grace or favour, but more than this, he sees also, that, not! _ 


bring forth the fruits of faith afterwards, is to receive the grace of God in vain, or to 
make pardon of none effect; as one, therefore, who feels the honor of his adoption 


into the royal house, as one who glories in being of the kings family, he labours to 


clothe himself with the Godly virtues of his father’s kingdom, and to put on the man- 
ners of the court of heaven. He has always one, and sometimes two and three plans 
a foot for doing good in the name of Messiah, and some thiags are doing by both labur- 
ing brethren and others, which are strictly attributable to his benevolence: may the 


Lord bless him even as he has made him a blessing. May he ee his character. 
To be Continued. 


Question. Why is the gospel styled the faith? 

Answer. Because its blessings of pardon and the Holy Spirit, 
can be received only on the principle of — 

is it called 


Q. Was it revealed to the ee that Messiah when he came 
should abrogate the law? 
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METANOEO AND METAMELAMAI. 


‘1 shall now offer a few remarks on two words that are uni- 
formly rendered, by the same English word, in the corhmon ver- 
_ sion, between which there appears, notwithstanding, to be a real 
difference in signification. ‘The words are metanoeo and meta- 
melamai,{ repent. It has been observed by some, and I think, 
with reason, that the former denotes, properly, a change to the 
better; the latter, barely a change, whether it be to the better or 
to the worse; that the former marks a change of mind that is du- 
rable and productive of consequences; the latter expresses only a 

present uneasy feeling of regret or sorrow for what is done, with- 
out regard either to duration or to effects; in fine, that the first 


may properly be translated into English, I reform, the sesond, 7 


repent, in the familiar acceptation of the word.’ 


The above is the first paragraph of (the Scotch critic) George 


Campbell’s famous dissertation on the words metanoeo and meta- 


_ melamai, uniformly rendered repent in the common version of 


the New Testament: having from the commencement of our 
Christian career been devoted to the works of this great master, 
and having felt the value of his learned labours, we should have 


_ been glad to have gratified our readers with a more extended ex- — 


tract from the Critic in question, but our present number will not 


REPENTANCE, 
A 


DEFINITION IN FACT. 


Who is this that bows himself to the ground—that groans and 
trembles under the intolerable burden of his iniquities? It ts 


one of Stephens’ murderers; it is he that scourged the saints — 


of the Most High; compelled them to-blaspheme! that bound and 
delivered unto prison the excellent of the earth; and perse- 
~ euted this way unto death! It is the pupil of Gammaliel, the 
furious zealot of the Jewish Capital, the great Saul of Tarsus! 
Drunken with the spirit of persecution, inflamed to madness 
against the martyrs of Jesus; with a soul breathing out threatening 
and slaughter, and.eyes filled with blood, he had gone to, the 
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Jewish authorities; he had obtained an audience of the high priest ; 
he sought a commission against the saints! it was conferred; let- 
ters of authority were granted; a troop was prepared; he was 
upon the way; at noon, driving like the son of Nimshi, along to ! 
the Syrian capital, he saw and smiled, while he thought he saw 


the scourge, the blood, the prison and the chains; when lo! the hea-_ 


vens descend and the murderer is overwhelmed. 

See there he is in the house of Judas, sitting like captivity 
_ Jed captive; the prisoner of mercy; his soul is filled with alarms; 
he has seen the Holy and the Just; the King of saints, the 
Prince of the kings of the earth, glory has struck out his eyes, 
the rush of sorrow is in his soul, his heart melts, his spirit is big 
with grief; he has strangely forgotten to live: it is the third day, 
his soul loathes her food, and with the prophet, he may say, woe’s 
me, for I am undone! mine eyes have seen the king, the Lord of 
Hosts! Think not, however, he is lost; He that causes light to 
arise out of darkness, that giveth garments of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness, will yet enlighten his eyes with all his ills he is the 
brightest gem in the Redeemer’s crown; and the terror that now 
rests upon him, the godly sorrow that now rends his heart, will 
yet work out a repentance to salvation, not to be repented of; a 
reformation of life never to be regretted! 

Ananias comes by order of the Lord, he lays his hands upon 
Saul; the scales drop from his eyes; he receives his sight; he rises, 
is baptized for remission; his sins are washed away; he calls on 
the name of the Lord; 1s strengthened; associates with the disc}- 
ples, and’straightway preaches Christ in the synagogues, that ‘ he 
is the son of God. 

This brings us to where we wished to he. We shali endeavor 
in a few pieces to show, by matters of fact, by living actions, that 
repentance means reformation; that the great, and solemp, and 
evangelical import of the Scriptural term repent, is reformation 
of life, originating in godly sorrow for sin, and if it be asked whe- 
ther sorrow itself, Godly sorrow for sin, is repentance? we answer 
no: godly sorrow is godly sorrow, and repentance is repentance; 
but the one is not the other, the last is not the first: The 
apostle himself says.so; for in writing to the Corinthians, 2d. ep. — 
_ -vii.ch. 10'V., he says; ‘1 rejoiced, not that ye were made sorry, 
but that ye sorrowed eis metanoian, unto repentance, or refor- 
mation ; for godly sorrow worketh metanaion, repentance, or refor- 
mation to salvation, a-metameleton not to be repented of or regretted, 
but the sorrow of the world,.as in the case-of Judas, worketh death, 
Then the Apostle, verse 11th, shews in detail the things that 
constituted their repentance. ‘What carefulness.it (your godly 
sorrow ). wrought as ;, yea what clearing of yourselves; yea 
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Jesus is all these in» the spiritual world orin religion How de- 
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what indignation! yea what fear! what vehement desire! what 


zeal! what revenge! what punishment!’ 


And thus did godly sorrow work in the apostle himself too,as he — 
says—‘ When it pleased God to reveal his Son in me, I conferred 
not with flesh and blood,’ we ‘approve ourselves the ministers of 
God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distress, in 
stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in 
fastings, by pureness, by knowledge, by long suffering, by kind- 
ness, the Holy Spirit, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by 
the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right 
hand and on the left, by honour and dishonour, by evil report and 


. good report, as deceivers and yet true, as unknown yet well known, | 


as dying and behold we live! as chastened and not killed; as 
sorrowful yet always rejoicing; as poor yet making many rich; 
as having nothing and yet possessing all things.’ This is the life 
of repentance or reformation, which had its root in the godly sor- 
row that filled his heart, antecedently to immersion, and when he 
came to be offered up; when the time of his departure was at 


hand, he could say, ‘1 have fought the good fight, I have finished — 


my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth, there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge 
will give to meat thatday!”? 


JESUS——-CONVERSION—THE CHURCH. | 


‘Of all the flowers that embellish the regions of eloquence, says 
Gibbon, there is none that rises to such an eminence, that bears 
so rich and beautiful a blossom, that diffuses so copious and exqui- 
site’a fragrance, or that so amply rewards the’ care and culture of 
the poet or the orator,as metaphor” | 

Indeed, it is impossible to conceive of any thing more striking 
and adorning by this 
the sacred compo- 
quickened by a bril- 


sitions of the holy Scriptures, enriched and 
liant and bountiful use of the metaphor. 


CHRIST. 


Christ is called the sun of righteousness, and no literal sentence 
perhaps is adequate to the idea of his glory which this metaphor 


throws into the mind, The-sun is the great centre to the system; 


the immediate source of all light, life, heat, and vegetation; bence — 
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BY WALTER SCOTT. 108 
lightful to the soul of the Christian to know that our blessed Lord 


is spoken of under, perhaps, one hundred and twenty different 


figures in the holy Scriptures. 


In-figures from the animal world, he is life, the lamb of God, © 


the lion of the tribe of Juda, and the horn of salvation. 

In the vegetable world, he is the root, the offspring, the vine, 
the first-fruits, and the branch of righteousness. 

And among minerals, and in the higher parts of our system he 
is, the rock, bright and morning star, light of the world, and the 
sun of righteousness. 3 

In society, he is the man, the second man, and the son of man, 
seed of the woman, of David, of Abraham, only begotten of the 
Father, beloved, brightness of the Father’s glory, express image, 
first begotten, first-born, first begotten from the dead, first and last, 
glory of the Lord, heir of all things, image 


bread, bread of Heaven, stone refused, corner, head of the corner. 

In Office, he is king, advocate, anointed, anointed with the 
Holy Spirit, apostle, bishop of souls, captain of salvation, coun- 
sellor, deliverer, governor of my people, Jesus, saviour, king of 


_ the Jews, king of Israel, king of kings, lord of lords, only poten- 


tate, lord of all, mediator, Melchisadek, prince of peace, prince of 
the kings of the earth, prince of life, ruler in Israel, shephefd, 
‘good shepherd, great shepherd of the sheep, witness, true and 
faithful witness, chosen servant, &c. 

And in religion, the Amen, beginning of the creation of God, 
the blessed, Emmanuel, head of the church, high priest, Hope, I 
am, Jehovah, Jesus, Shiloh, passover, prophet, ransom, redeemer,. 
righteousness, truth, way, propitiation, purifier, &c. 


_ Achange of state is compared to a marriage, a birth, a death, 
burial and resurrection to newness of life, ingrafting, planting 
and raising, mould, translation from darkness to light, from the 
power of Satan to God. And on account of its consequences and 
excellencies, it is set forth as an opening of the eyes, washing, 
sanctification, circumcision, cancelling a debt, dressing or putting 
on new garmeuts, hiring toa new master, a purgation, gift of righ- 
teousness, a new creation, an illumination, finding a pearl, delive- 
- rance from the prison, release from captivity, freedom. from bon- 


"Flock of God, fold, assembly of the saints, body of Christ, children 


é 


4 


of the invisible God, | 
son of God, son of the Most High, servant of God, bread, true © 


spoken of under the many following .figures— 
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of God, daughter of Zion, bride the Lamb’s wife, family of God, 

general assembly, habitation of God, Jerusalem from above, holy 
Jerusalem, heavenly Jerusalem, Lamb’ s wife, mount Zion, holy 
nation, peculiar people, ransomed of the Lord, seed of Abraham, 
tabernacle, vineyard, the circumcision, virgin, ‘temple of the Holy 


_ Spirit, righteous nation, pleasant portion, pillar of the truth, lively 


stones, kingdom of heaven, Israel of God, candlesticks, ‘chosen 
neration, husbandry of God, city of the living God, house of 
» holy hill, fellow citizens, ground of the truth, general assem- 

bly, church of the first-born. 

The person who labours in the Ancient Gospel, should be able 
to discourse of Christ, of Conversion, and of the Church, under — 
all these figures, for it is not without design that the Holy Spirit — 
has thus multiplied visions and used similitudes, by the ministry of 
the prophets and evangelists, but for the express purpose of letting 


us see these important ideas from every possible point of view; 
- nothing in the word of God is to be despised, but there are some 


matters of more than common interest; and of all subjects in the 
Bible, these three Christ, Conversion, and the Church are the 
most important: But if any man would at once chasten, correct, 
iim labour to 
discover the economy on which: they are written, and study, and 
think, and speak of them on the plan of the Three Dispensations, — 
beginning with a severe and accurate comparison of Adam, Moses 


Jesus Christ. 


The following subjects ought to be soundly discussed before the 
world and the brethren: 

Apam—his original dignity as the i image of God, governor of 
the world, &c.. Sin; its guilt, its power, its. punishment; Adam, 
as a type of Christ who was to come; Adam and Eve, as typesof — 
Christ and the church: Eph. v. c. 

_ Meses—Mission, success, mediatorship, dispenser of the law, 
the old covenant, priesthood, and the government, tabernacle, 


temples, ministers, servants, festivals, learning, fasts, synagogues, 


Idols, sects and proselytes, laws, customs.. 

Jxsus—First, the grand fundamental proposition, ‘ Is Jesus the 
Christ. He who would be master of assemblies must.discuss this, 
times and ways without number: then his natural character as 
Son of God: then his official character, as prophet, priest and 
king ;.the principles of the Ancient Gospel, beginning with faith; 
the Ancient Order, beginning with the article of worship, &c. 
birth, life, ministry, poverty, zeal, obedience, humiliation, trans- 


| figuration, trial, confession, condemnation, death, burial, and res- 


ies, mira- 


urrection, ascension, glorification in heaven,. the 


cles, with the. external and internal evidences of our religion, é&c. 
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SACRED COLLOQUY. 
ConTINvED FROM PAGE '89. 
5. 


It had been allowed by some avowedly, and by others tacitly, that Bro. S’s elements of — 


Saith, repentance, baptism, remission, Holy Spirit and the resurrection, were matters of 


‘popular and grave deliberation ; also, that that gentieman had certainly succeeded in 


freeing his arrangement from the impediments opposed to it from the side of the popular 
error, ‘that special spiritual operations are necessary to faith ;’ but there were still other. 
objections to his orderly development of the Gospel, originating from a different source, 
and of a nature so repugnant to the scheme, as to render 
to prolong the colloquy 4° 

Infant baptism, in the view which cantata parties take of the gospel, claims the pre- 
cedence of all other matters, and it was resolved therefore, this evening to test the merits 
of those proofs which are usually alleged by many in support of its pretensions. 

With Mr 8. the gospel was a well defined thing; with him christianity had a certain 
and known beginning, not, indeed, wholly independent of the divine institutions that 
preceded it, yet entirely distinct from them—distinct as Adam, Moses, and Jesus Christ. 

He beheld that under the first of these leaders, men were in the outer court of the 
divine temple, and that while Moses introduced the worshippers, only into the holies, 
under Jesus, Religion led the objects of her choice into the very interior of the temple— 


into the holiest of all itself, saying to the washed and sanctified, ‘I lead in the ways of 


righteousness; come you boldly to the throne of grace; in my Father's presence there 


_ is life everlasting, and at his right hand there are pleasures forevermore.’ 


But Bro. Stansbury was not to be a speaker to-night; it had been proposed and agreed 
to by the company, that, as the Baptists, as well asthe Disciples, were advoca:es for 


‘immersion, on the principle of faith, and equally with them, opposed tv infant sprink- 


ling, Bro. Charles should defend the faith this evening. 

The other colloqueist, Mr B. was a Presbyterian preacher: Mr B. read the Scriptmes 
for himself, and believed them in spite of all the creeds, catechisms, and confessions by 
which the faith of his fathers was guarded ; he loved to do good, visited his people, gave 
alms, and with much assiduity sought veeeshenues of his fellow men, by preaching 
the cross of Christ. 


Perceiving, however, that like himself, a ‘majority of the assembly had avowed senti- 
ments wholly repugnant to the most obvious doctrines of the confession, and now, it. 


was aiso publicly announced by those in high places, that the present organization is not 
essential to Presbyterianism; he was fast approaching the glorious conclusion, that if 
neither her organization nor her ancient doctrinal peculiarities were essential to the 


church’sexistence, and identity, that neither was Presbyterianism itself, be that what it 


might, essential to the existence and success of the gospel; in other words, he had 
almost concluded that the gospel flourish, if were an- 
nibilated ! 

Mr B. was justa whe nor would defend any 
thing but what he believed to be truth; while he received the doctrines of the confes- 
sion in their obvious import, he, weer vther errorists who still do, defended 
it with all his powers; at present, however, he saw differently, and being gifted with a 
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aigh minded reliance on heaven, he scorned the idea of fighting for Christ under a stan: 
dard which he despised, and perhaps only waited for the opportune moment when he 
should descend frum the high places of religious error, to take his Christ and his crust 
with those sons of God, who, without regard to the pecuniary and literary patronage 
ef ecclesiastical establishments, are by the sheer force of their own excellent faith, and 
the word of God, beating and breaking up the ramparts of iniquity, from Maine to Flo- 
rida. As for the sycophants who bowed to the confession for a bit of bread, and 
who, when they could no longer be dragged by the church, would turn round and drag 
the church with them, he heartily despised them, and conceived it only meritorious to | 
stand apart from a set of men, whose measures were prefaced by the immoral maxim 
that their own books do not mean what they say, and that the church can be the same, 
thing, though changed both in its spirit, its soul and its body. 

Before retiring with divers female visitants, Mrs Locke, whose good humor was néver 


misinterpreted by those who were acquainted at Hareden, observed, the Presbyterians 


and Baptists have of late been excellent friends, and have bepraised each other soundly 


since the introduction of the Ancient Gospel, she hoped, therefore, these famous parties 


would not fal! out in the persons of her much respected guests; as for us Reformers, © 
said she, we expéct no quarter, and we give none; we wish every one to look to himself 
and to seek for shelter in the word of God. . 


The Colloquy proceeded. 


circumcision,’ that it may be lawfully administered to iafants, and consequently, that in 
an arrangement of those principles which are conceived by you to constitute the gos pel 
infant baptism occupies the chief or rirst place. 

C. Sanrorp.—Bro. Stansbury arranges the elements alluded to thus, faith, repen- 


tance, baptism, remission, Holy Spirit, and the resurrection, but, it I do not accord with 


him in the above scheme, it behoves me to say, and that decidedly, Sir, that neither do 
I accord with you: A scheme or view of Christianity which calls for a compromise of 


_ faith—the principle on which the whole edifice of Christianity is reared—a scheme that 


would change the foundation stone of the spiritual temple, and pitch the building upon 
PLESH rather than is not only reprehensible, but fraught with the most mischie-— 
vous results, and ought to be argued against. I shall, therefore, conceive it imperiously 
my duty, tocontend earnestly against this matter of sprinkling children, as an ordinance 
of man, and not of God—an ordinance wholly unsupported by any Scripture fact, being 
alike unsanctified by any scriptural example or precept with which we are acquainted. 
_ Baptism, you say, is come in room of circumcision: please let us understand each 


other, Mr B., because in a certain point of view, and with proper specifications, I shall 


not hesitate to admit your proposition, that baptism has come in room of circumcision. 
Mr Bp.—It would be a very great prodigy, I must confess, Mr Charles, for a Baptist 


to allow baptism to have superseded circumcision, in any one point whatever, and if 
you allow the one to have come in room of the other, you purpose, I ape eter 
| cute this discussion by a train of argument wholly your own. 


In the mean, time the state of the question, as the Latins would say, or dnatteenthe 
point at issue, is simply and unequivucally this, that the ‘ spriakling of children is a 
divine ordinance,’ this is the main question, this is the matter to be proved, the important 
proposition I shall endeavor to sustain; incidentally, however, and as subsidiary to the 
main state, I purpose, first of all, to show that the last ordinance is come in room of the 
first, which being done, I shall a fortiore, have proved my conclusion by proving 
another proposition, on which it bas todepend. These, 
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_ Circumcision was administered to infants, 
Baptism is come in the room of — 
Therefore children are to be baptized. 


C.S.—I am glad to have your inineiatah 6¢ the question, Sir, though it occurs to 
me it would be better, for the sake of distinctness, to read the conclusion thus—‘ There- 
fore, baptisin is to be administered to infants,’ and the whole will stand as follows: 


Circumcision was administered to infants, 
But tore b is come in room of circumcision. 
Therefore baptism isto be administered to infants. 


You admire that I should in any sense admit the one ordinance to hive come in room of 
the other : the concession is indeed a great one, and novel enough I allow, but believe 
me, Sir, I am sincere when I declare, that I do not conceive your conclusion to be con- 
tained in the premises of your syllogism, supposing the truth of both its major and minor 
to be already established: but more of this hereafter, in the mean time, that we may 
steer clear of sophistical equivocation, that we may not use words in an ambiguoug and 
double sense, and so draw inferences in the one sense, which aretrue only in the other 
—let us endeavor to obtain a just definition of the terms of your major proposition. 


‘Circumcision to infants.’ 


Pray, Sir, do you understand circumcision, and dedication to have been one and the 
same ordinance? 


Mr B.—Certainly not: circumcision and dedication were two ordinances under the | 
Jaw wholly distinct : Circumcision, as our blessed Lord, on a certain occasion (John, vie 


_ chap. 22 v.) observed was not of Moses, but of the fathers, that is, of Abraham. Dedi- 
cation, however, was purely a Mosaic institution, and consequently, in its origin, poste- 
rior to circumcision 430 years; during that period, therefore, no child or descendant of 
Abraham, that we read of, was ever dedicated a were cir- 
_ cumcised aecording to covenant on the eighth day. | 

C. 8.—You have expressed my judgment of the matter, Sir: Ritwedtimane wins 
as distinct as Abraham and Moses to whom they were respectively given ; and the first 
preceded the last in its establishment 430 years, as you havestated. I would just add, 
that during the times of the law, few children, comparatively were dedicated to the Lord. 

Here Mr Williams, who had been a close attendant at Hareden, ever since the com- 
mencement of the discussion, begged pardon, but. said he niust take the liberty to put a 
question or two, which he hoped would be answered by any one of the company who 
felt himself prepared to doso. He would ask, he said, in the first raat, ‘What did 
_ the ordinance of dedication mean? 

To dedicate a thing to the Lord, said Mr B., was 20 give to the to 
set it apart for the service or support of the sanctuary, and persons and things both might 


be dedicated or devoted to the Lord in this way, by vow or otherwise—See Leviticus — 


27 chap. Numbers 17—64. 


Yes, said C. S., and whether it were man, woman, or child, or beast, clean or Saale” 3 
when once given up to the Lord, then forever after, the Lord's it was to all intents and 


purposes, nor could any persons take it away, but on the terms of estimation or valua- 
tion by law established. All things devoted, also, became the propertyof the priesthood, 
and before the person, who dedicated any thing that was redeemable, could recover it, 


it became unavoidably necessary to present the priesthood with a certain sum in the 


form of redemption money; any thing else, indeed would have been mockery. The fol- 
lowing were the rates at which dedicated things were redeemed :—When:a male or 


female of the human species was devoted to the Lord, the estimate was, for a male, be- 
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tween a month old and five years, five shekels and a female of the same age three 
shekels; between five years old and twenty, the male was to be valued at twenty she- 
kels and the female at ten shekels; between the years of twenty and sixty, a male was 


-to be fifty shekels anda female thirty shekels; and from sixty years old and upward, 
the male-was to be fifteen shekels and the female ten shekels. Such was the estimation 


as to persons in general, but if those who vowed were poor, the priest had the power | 

of the estimation.’ | 
Mr Williams thought he saw with great distinctness the difference between dedicating 

a thing to the Lord, and the ordinance of circumcision. Ist. Only males were circum. 


_ cised, but both males and females, and almost any thing else, could be dedicated. 2d. Cir- 
eumcision was performed on the 8th day, whereas a male or female might be sanctified 


to the Lord, from a month old to the age of sixty years and upwards; lastly, dedication 
was for the support of the temple, and the priesthood in particular ; circumcision was 
for a seal of the covenant, the one deriving its origin from Moses, the other from the 
Fathers. Mr Williams, also, now saw clearly, that no child was dedicated to the Lord in 
Baptigm, and that if an Israelite had done in dedication with the child, as is done by us in 
sprinkling a child, i. e., if he had presented it to the Lord, and taken it away again be- 


fore giving the priest the redemption money, he would have become obnoxious to an 


adjudication of sacrilege, for every thing dedicated, was most holy unto the Lord, and 


became, bya gift from God, the property pf the priesthood. Mr W. said he hoped he 


should finally understand all these on and requested the gentlemen _— proceed 
in their conversation. 

C. S.—Mr B. you certainly differ in your judgment of this matter, from ‘your brethren | 
in the ministry, for I really think there are few people under their guardianship, who 
are not as Mr Williams was, impressed with the idea, that in having their children bap 
tized, they were dedicating them to the Lord. 

Calmet tells us that ‘the ceremony of redeeming the first born among the moderr 
Jews is as follows: —If the first-born be a girl, there is no redemption, let the children 
afterwards be ever so many ; but if, a son, when he is thirty days old, a descendant of 
Aaron is sent for, who is most agreeable to the father, and the company being met, the 
father brings gold or silver, in a cup or basin, to the value of five shekels at least, then 
the child is put inte the priests hands, who asks the mother a!oud whether the boy be 
hers? and if she had any other male or female, or untimely birth. To all of which, 
when satisfactory answers are given, the priest declares that the cbild as first-born be- 
tongs to him, but that he is willing to restore him to his lawful parent, on receiving the 
money which the law enjoins. The money in the cup is accordingly delivered, being 


_more or less, according to the ability of the parent, and the day is concluded with re- 


joicing, but if the father or mother be of the say of paren; they do not redeem — 
their first- cised 


me. Exod. xxii. ch. 31 v. 


Mr B.—These things, show with the two ordinances were 
Pr and I do not argue that baptism has come in room of both circumcision and 


dedication. Indeed if our children were given to the Lord, in the proper sense of the 


term dedication, they would of course be redeemable by money, as Jewish persons and 
things.certainly were. 


Cc. S.—Children then are not dedicated to the Lord in their baptism and since thie je 


true, how is it that the people are taught to believe the contrary. I repeat it, they al) 


imagine that in having their children baptized, they are dedicating them to the Lord. 
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Mr B.—This, Sir, is our mistake, or, if you please, our weakness. 

C. S.—If it is a mistake, Sir, it is to be pardoned ; but if the people are repeatedly 
and unceasingly told it by those who know better, then, Sir, I should call it by a very 
different name, not weakness, but wickedness. 

But seeing we have discovered that circumcision is not dedication, let us, I pray you, 


endeavor to find out with accuracy whet it really is? and this I am willing to attempt 
after the best manner. You say, in your major proposition, * 


‘Circumcision was administered to children.” 


Let us enquire then; what is circumcision? please define; for I hold it impossible we 
should arrive at the came conclusion so long as we reason by words, which we under- 
_ stand in different senses. 
Mr B.—Circumcision as a mere rite, practiced handed the descendants of Abraham, 
you all sufficiently understand; it was to be administered to males only, and finally upon 
the eighth day according to law, as it is said Gen. xvii. c. 12 v. ‘He that is eight days 
old shall be circumcised among you; every man child in your generations,’ so that in this 
whole matter three things were remarkabie—Ist The operation itself, 2d the subject on 
which the operation was performec, and lastly the time when it was performed—the 
eighth day. One of our ministers, Mr Brown, from wham you have just quoted, says 
of the ceremony: On the eighth day from the birth, whatever day of the week that was, 
they invariably performed the rite of circumcision. Three stools were set in the house, 
or sometimes in the synagogue ; one for the person who held the child, one for the ope- 
rator whose official name was Mul, or the cutter off, and one for Elias, who was sup- 
posed to be spiritually present as a zealous defender of the divine law. The attendants 
were commonly ten in number, some of which carried torches of twelve lights, to re- 
present the twelve tribes of Israel, and others a knife for the operation, a cup of red 
wine to act as a styptic, a basin of sand into which to throw the prepuce, a basin of 
olive oil to anoint the part, and a towel and water. When every thing was ready, the 
female employed by the mother brought the child to the door of the apartment, or syn- 
agogue, and gave it to him who was appointed to hold it during the operation, who, on 
entering was hailed by the company ‘in the following words: ‘ Blessed be he who comes;’ 
when the operation was finished, the operator said ‘ Blessed be the Lord our God, who 
has sanctified us by his precepts and given us the law of circumcision.’ To which the 
father replied—‘Who hath sanctified us by his precepts and hath commanded us to enter 
the child intu the covenant of Abraham our father.’ The by-standers added ‘ As thou 
hast nade this child enter—as thou hast received him into the covenant of Abraham 
our father, cause also, that he may enter into the law of Meses, into matrimony and 
- unto good works.’ The operator having washed his hands, received a cup of wine, 
= for the child and his parents, touched the child’s face three times with his 
_ fimger dipt in its blood, wished all parties health and long life, and restored the chitd to 
his parents. 
C. 8.—The rite itself then ,the subject to whom it was administered, and the time, are 
as you have stated, Sir, the three principal matters in circumcision. 
_ But may not your major, Sir, be so stated as to respect these essentials in the ordi ; 
nance; may it not be properly stated thus: ‘Circumcision was administered to male, 
Jewish children on the eighth day,’ and the whole syllogism will then read thus— 


‘Circumcision was administered to male Jewish children, on the eighth day, 
But baptism is come in the room of circumcision, 


Therefore, baptism is to be administered ates ocmciecen Gentile male and female 


J 
4 
4 
a 
‘ 
4 
4 4 
on 
ah 
ij 
353 
© 
bd L - 
F 
¥ 
3 
4 
% 
4 
> 
| 
A 
9 
4 4 
+ 
+ 
\ 


Union of the Disciples and Christians. 


John Smith, who, as our readers have seen, was sent out in 
eompany with “John Rogers, by the brethren in Lexington, has _ 
published a piece in the ‘Curistran Messencer,’ the reason 
whereof he assigns to be as follows: 


_ *Wedo not publish this Address with the hope of satisfying or silencing our oppo- 
sers; but hearing that some of our warm hearted, pious, reforming brethren, having 
heard many reports; and not’being correctly informed on the subject, have become un- 

easy, fearing least the good cause of Reformation may be injured by the course which 
we have taken in relation tathe Christian brethren, we therefore feel it a duty which 
we owe to our brethren and to the cause which we profess, to lay before them and the 
public, candidly and penny the principles from which we have: acted relative to this 
matter.’ 


Bro. Smith then proceeds to relate his intercourse with the 
_ Christian teachers, and says of them— 


‘Ina word, I believe that the Christian teachers with whom I have had intercourse, 
| | teach as plainly and as purely what the primitive teachers taught, and requires as pr¢- 
| cisely what they required, in order to the admission of members intvu the congregation | 
| of Christ, as any people with whom [ am acquainted.’ 

| _ He says— It may be asked if the people called Christians, who have ceased to specu- 
late upon the character of Christ, have given up their Unitarian opinions? And, may 
; it not as well be asked: have they who speculated upon the character of Christ before 
: they became Reformers, given up their Trinitarian opinions! and adds ‘ To both these 
E questions I would answer, I do not know, neither do I care.’ 

ad _ Bro. Smith goes on— They [the brethren] cannot think that we wish to amalgamate 


the immersed and unimmersed in the congregation of Christ: we do not find such 
amalgamation in the ancient congregation, therefore while contending for the ancient 
| order, we cannot contend for this ; we are pleased with the name Christian,’ &c 

‘ Avoiding all speculation, on the other hand, says he, we are determined, by the favor 
of God, to the utmost of our ability, to teach what the primitive disciples taught, and 
in admitting persons into the congregations of Christ, we will require what they re- 
quired and nothing more.’ Among those who labour for the same object [he adds} are 
the brethren about Lexington, Georgetown, Paris, Millersburg, and Carlisle.’ ; 
Bro. Smith ends by saying—‘ As we do desire above all things to know. the whole truth 
and to practice it; and as we think that-the best of us either as individuals or as con-— 
| 


gregations, not fully reformed but reforming, we hope that the editors of Reforming 
periodicals, Bro’s Campbell, Scott, &c. if they see this in the ‘ Messenger’ will notice it 
in their journals with such remarks of commendation or correction as they may think 
pragrts;- 9° make this request because circumstances we think, actually reqire it.’ 


Signed JOHN SMITH. 


if the ‘sho is the author of the Address, reflects 
i; ~~ upon the relation that editors sustain to the case in question, which 

a I understand to be the whole business of the late union, he will 
_ readily perceive that it is one of so specific and local a nature as 
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to render it impossible for those who plead the. cause generally to 
pronounce upon either its propriety, or impropriety. 


A few years ago the great desideratum with Reformers was— 


The bond entire of Christian Union. 


This was contained in the holy Scriptures, but to know it, to un- 
derstand what it was, to lay hold of it, to take it thence, to assigil 
to its particular parts their proper places, and to present the whole 
in actual practice for the inspection, adoption and benefit of men, 
was the consummation to be wished. | 

This has been done; the entire First-Principle scheme was, a 
few years since, put into operation, and then, for the first time, 
disciples were let upon the divine institution on the plan of the 
Ancient Gospel and Ancient Order combined, that upon the princi- 
ples and customs. contained in this double form of things, all the 
_ godly might put on the new character, or new man, which after 
God, is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
= At that time the ardent wishes of those who had for many years — 

struggled together to ascertain the truth, and bring forth a view of 
things which should reconcile all parties, and ultimately absorb all 
rival interests, were realized to a wonderful extent; God, who had 
seen their tears, and had witnessed their sincerity and agony of 
soul, had answered their prayers and crowned their long and sore 
enquiries with complete success; he had rewarded their pains and 
exhaustion of mind with discoveries the most interesting, discove- 
ries which must continue to affect the world while it lasts andis 
inhabited by men who seek remission, and desire to inheritlife 
eternal, through the keeping of the commandments of Jesus Christ 

We should not expect, then, that any compromise to the amount 
of a single letter, will be made by these individuals. Itis their par- 
ticular duty, I apprehend, to give to the public generally, in writing 
or otherwise, as has been done and is now doing, the particulars 
of the faith and manners of the original institution, without com- 
ment; adding and subtracting nothing; without 1 increase, without 
diminution. 

But to the Evangelists and the bitiiedais with them on the field 
exclusively, belongs the right to say what courtesy, what conde- 
scension, what deflection from a straight course, is due to present 
times, places, persons, and circumstances, for the furtherance of | 
the truth as it isin Christ. Editors have no superior right, and 
_ their absence from the particular point of action, entitles their 
opinion to but little weight in the case. | 

With great deference, then, for the standing, character, and 
ae of Bro. Smith, and all the beloved of God, who are with 
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all parties concerned, I shall 


- to hear from him, and do rejoice at the i 
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himon the field, and with all respect for his very sensible Addeove, : 
and his holy, and brotherly, and godlike intentions of uniting the 
people of the Most High, and with the most brotherly feeling for 


beg leave to commend them all to 
God and to the word of His grace in whom they have believed. 


The following letter from Bro. Rogers, to the editor of the Christian Messenger, will 
show whether the name Christian has any tendency t to retard mens progress in wisdom 
knowledge, holiness, and elevation of mind: _ 


Cantona, Marcu 27, 1832. 

Dear Brethren—l ewe just received the 3d number of the 
Messenger, and am much pleased with its contents, generally ; 
and especially with the letter from brother Smith. I was anxious 
mportant intelligence he 


has laid before the public, as I do think it cannot fail to promote 


_ the best of all causes—the cause of peace on earth, and 16 


will among brethren. 
The simplicity, the candor, the charity, the piety, the dignity, 


and noble independence, which this communication exhibits, are 


characteristic of the man who wrote it, and (what is better) of © 
the religion he professes. And I am much mistaken if it does not 
contain a fair and clear statement,(as far as it goes) of the prin- 
ciples and practices of the christian brethren 1m these regions; and 
not only here; but generally in the West. I do therefore confi- 
dently hope that it will be greatly useful, in promoting the good 
work of union and co-operation among those who have acknowl- — 
edged and submitted to the one Lord, one faith, one baptism, the — 
one God and Father of all, who is over all, and with all, and in 
you all. ‘That it may produce those happy results, is, and shall - 
be my fervent prayer. “For how good and pleasant it is, for 
brethren to dwell together in Unity!” 
I returned a few days since from a tour in Fleming and Mason 
counties. I addressed the people upon the subject of Christianity 
at the following places, viz: Poplar Run, Elizaville, Bethel, Flem- 
ingsburg, Union, Wilson’s Run, Beach Woods, and Mayslick ; 
and Iam happy to say that a desire to know, and do their Mas- 
ter’s will, seems to predominate in those churches. I immersed 
two happy individuals at Wilson’s Run, who had previously made | 
the good profession. One professed faith at the Beach Woods 
In my public addresses to the churches, as well as in my private 
interviews, I dwelt much on the importance and necessity of per- 
sonal reformation,—a reformation, not consisting merely in a re- 
turn to the prumitive eudetet worship in congregations, but in a 
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return to primitive holiness of heart and life; to that purity and 
peaceableness, and gentleness, and goodness, and patience, and 
forbearance, and long suffering—to those longings after immor- 
tality; those breathings of soul after the mjnd that was in Christ; 
to that spirit of humble, fervent, constant prayer to him whose 


eyes are over the righteous, and whose ears are open to their — 


prayers; and that spirit of deep concern for the conversion of the 
world—the conversion of our neighbors and our children, which 
characterized the first christians. Ah, this is the reformation we 
want. And I state with pleasure that I found the churches alive 
to this subject. By some of the leading brethren in the reforma- 
tion, I was addressed, on this subject to this effect: “We profess 
to be Reformers; but it is much to be regretted, that thus far, our 


reformation has consisted more in theory than practice, more in 


talking than acting. We have many and powerful enemies. The 
Sects indulge towards us, feelings of implacable hatred, because 
we have waged against them, a war of extirmination. They 


therefore watch us with an eagle eye of jealousy, and will with — 


pleasure, dwell upon, and magnify every impropriety they see 


~ among us; hold us up to public odium, and thus endeavor to shut 


the public ear against us. Thousands of those who are not mem- 
bers of the sectarian churches, are nevertheless, from their train- 


ing, under sectarian influences; so that this Reformation is, be- — 


cause of the ‘ vicious’ circumstances that surround us, ‘an up- 
hill business "—a rowing against wind and tide. Unless, therefore, 
we can exhibit among ourselves, more unity, and harmony, and 
holiness, honesty, truth, fair dealing, brotherly kindness, and 
charity, than exist among the sects, we cannot hope to succeed to 
any greater extent. Yes, we must act out our principles, and show 
their superiority to all sectarian principles, in promoting all that 
is true and honest, and of good report—all that is pleasing to God 
and dignifying to man; all that gives glory to God in the highest 
and that promotes peace on earth, and good will.amongst men, if 
we hope to see the good cause triumphant. ‘ Shall we not, then, 


put our shoulders to the wheels of reformation, and call on Him 
for help, 


‘Who hears, and sees, and from on high, 
Will make our cause his care?’ 


Yours, in all Christian love and good feeling, 
| 
Q* 
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ON READING THE SCRIPTURES. 


The first ‘ial (our Saturday) on which we attended the Jewish Synagogue, the 
President politely handed us a book of the service : afterwards he opened for us at the 
118th Psalm. - The reader may judge of our feelings, when the brethren of the syna- 
gogue came to these verses— 

‘ The stone which the builders rejected, _. 

The same is become the head stone of the corner. 

‘This is the Lord’s doing, 

—s is marvellous in our eyes. q 

O, with cles siausiink could we have spoken to this still beloved people of that pre- 
cious Stone vane their builders rejected eighteen hundred years ago.— Ed. 


The Bible, stripped of every human appendage, shall rise supe- 
rior to all opposition, and shall go down with the revolving ages 
of time, enlightening the faith, enlivening the hope, inkindling the 
love, inflaming the zeal, and directing the conduct of men, till the 
world shall be no more. 


‘The towers, the gorgeous 

The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 

Yea, all which it inherits shall dissolve, 

And, like the baseless fabric of avision, . \ 
Leave not a wreck behind.’ 


But the promises and tlireatenings of the holy writings shall be 
receiving their awful completion, upon-believers and unbelievers, 
throughout those never ending ages, which shall commence when 
the eee: scene of things shall be fully terminated. Therefore, 


‘ Read and revere the sacred page, a page 
Where triumphs immortality ; a page 

Which not the whole creation could produce; 
Which not the conflagration shall destroy; 

In nature’s ruins not one letter lost.’ 


Various instances might be produced of persons who, when they 
approached the close of life, bitterly lamented their neglect of the 


sacred volume. And numerous are the examples of persons in all — 


who have spent much of their time in perusing that unpa- 
ralleled book, Moses, Isaiah, and Malachi enjoin it upon all the 
Jews, both young and old. God himself commands the duty to 
Joshua. It was the constant practice of David through, life. 


And there 1s reason to suppose that Jesus Christ spent most of his 


leisure in this manner. Our great epic bard hath represented him 
as saying : 
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‘ When I was yet a child, no childish play 
To me was pleasing ; all my mind was set : 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good; myself I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 
All righteous things: therefore above my years 
- The law of God I read, and found it sweet, 
_ Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
Tosuch perfection, that ere my age 
Had measur’d twice six years, at our great feast 
I went into the temple, there to hear 
The teachers of our law, and to propose — : 
What might improve their or my OWN; 
And was admir’d by all,’ 


“Both Christ and his disciple Paul recommend the employ to 
every christian. Timothy was trained from his childheod in this 
way. And the Bereans are spoken of as being more noble than 


others, because they searched the scriptures daily. The primitive 


christians were intimately acquainted with the sacred writings, 


and generally carried a bible about them, making it their com- 


panion wherever they went. And such was their affection for it, 
that many of them have been found buried with the gospel laying 


upon their breasts. Women wore it hanging at their necks. 


Children were trained up from their infancy to repeat it by heart; — 
some of whom made surprising proficiency. 
‘Instead of gems and silk,’ says Jerome to Leeta, ‘et your 


young daughter be enamoured with the holy scriptures; wherein 


not gold nor skins, nor Babylonian embroideries, but a correct and _ 
beautiful variety, producing faith, will recommend itself. Let her 
first learn the Psalter, and be entertained with those songs, then 
be instructed in life by the Proverbs of Solomon. Let her learn 
from Ecclesiastes to Riasies worldly things; transcribe from Job 
the practice of patience and virtue. Let her then to the 

Is, and never let them be out of her hands; and then imbibe 


gospe 
with all the faculties of her mind the Acts of the Apostles, and 


the Epistles. When she has enriched the store-house of her breast 
with these treasures, let her learn the Prophets, the Pentateuch, 
or books of Moses, Joshua and Judges, the books of Kings and 
Chronicles, the volumes of Ezra and Esther, and, lastly, the Can- 
ticles—The book of Revelation has as many mysteries as 
E said too little; in every word there is a variety of senses, and 
the excellency of the book is above all praise 

The monks of Egypt daily learned some portions of scripture, 
and more especially made it their meditation on the Lord’s day; 
insomuch that many of them became so expert and well versed 
in the holy scripture, that they could repeat it by heart: which is 
particularly noticed of Ammonius, Marcus Junius, Eres, 
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‘Serapion, Solomon and others. And by this means they were 
qualified to entertain their souls with spiritual exercises, singing 
David’s Psalms, and repeating other parts of scripture, even at 
their bodily labours.—At Christ’s little village of Bethlehem there 
was nothing to be heard but psalms: one could not go into the field 
_ but he would hear the plowman singing his hallelujahs, the sweat- 
ing mower solacing himself with hymns, and the vine-dresser 
tuning David’s psalms. Thus the Ancient monks joined their 
bodily and spiritual exercise together, and made their common 


labour become acts of devotion to God.—Their times of eating 
and refreshment were managed after the same manner. In some 


places they had the scriptures read at table. At other places, 
when supper was ended they sung an hymn, and so returned to 
their cells—Thus their ordinary refreshments were sanctified 
with the word of God and prayer.—lIt is very observable, that in 
the primitive church not only menand women, but children were 
encouraged and trained up from their infancy-to the reading of the 
holy scriptures. Of this we have undoubted evidence from many 
eminent instances of their practice. Eusebius remarks. the great 
_ care of Leonides, the martyr, and father of Origen, im the educa- 
tion of his son, that he made him learn the scriptures before he set 
him to the study of the liberal arts and polite learning. And 
Socrates makes the like observation upon the education of Euse- 


bius, who was born of noble parentage at Edessa, a city of Osrcene | 
in Messopotamia, that he was first taught the holy scriptures from — 


his infancy, and then human learning. And Sozomen, in relating 
the same story, says,.this was done according to the custom of the 
country; which shews that it was no singular instance, but a ge- 
neral practice to bring children up from their infancy to the use of 
the holy scriptures. Gregory Nyssene, notes it in the life of his 
sister Macrina, that the first part of her instruction in her infancy, 
was to be taught the easy portions of scripture, that were most 
suitable to her age; and he says also, she did the same for hez 
younger brother Peter, taking him from his mother’s breasts, and 
instructing him in the scriptures, that he might have no time to 
spend upon vain studies. Tis noted by Sozomen and Palladius o 
Marcus, that he was so expert in the scriptures when he was but a 
youth, that he could repeat all the Old and New Testament with- 
out book. Such was the advantage which some hearers in those 
days reaped from the benefit of having the scriptures read, that it 
is very remarkable what is related of one or two of them; that 
being men of good memories, they got the scriptures. by heart, 
without any knowledge of letters, only by hearing them constantly 
read in the church or elsewhere. Austin remarks this of Anthony, 
that without being able to read himself, he made such 9 proficiency 
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in the knowledge of the scriptures, as both by hearing them read, 

to be able to repeat them, and by his own prudent meditation to 
understand them. And Gregory gives a like instance in one Ser- | 

vulus, a poor man at Rome, who though he knew not a letter in 

the book, yet purchasing a Bibleyand entertaining religious men, 

. he prevailed with them to read it continually to him, by which 
means he perfectly learned the holy scriptures. Tis yet a more 
astonishing instance, which Eusebius gives in one of the martyrs 

of Palestine, a blind man, called John, who had so happy a mem- 

_ ory, that he could repeat any part of the Bible as readily as others 

e could read it; and he sometimes supplied the office of reader in 
i the church; and he did this to so great perfection, that Eusebius 
J says, when he first heard him, he was perfectly amazed, and 
thought he had heard one reading out of a book, till he came a 

little more curiously to examine him, and found that he did it only 

by the eyes of his understanding, having the scriptures written, 

not in books or tables of stone, but in the fleshly tables of the heart. 

There are many such like instances in ancient history.— Simpson. 


CRITICISM. 


George Campbell's notes on Luke, vii. ch. 47 v. ‘ Therefore her love is great, oti ega- 
if | pese polu.’ English Testament, for she loved much. Beau’ c’est pour cela gu’elle a tant 
| aime. The whole context shows that the particle ‘oti is il/ative, and not casual in this 
| place. The parable of the debtors clearly represents the gratuitous forgiveness as the 
cause of the love, not the love as the cause of the forgiveness. And this, on the other 
7 hand is verse 50, ascribed to her faith. This interchange of the conjunction ‘oti and — 
) - dieti in the scriptural idiom has been well illustrated by Hammond, Whitby, and Mark- 
| land. See Bowyers Conjectures.’ | 
| If this criticism on oti, says a reader, be extended to some other verses in the N. Testa- 
| : : ‘ment it will very materially affeci the sense—e. g. John | ep. iii. ch. 14 ver.‘ We know 
, that we have passed from death to life, oti, therefore we love the brethren." 
se Whitby, who is just before me, gives a remarkable instance from the Old Testament, 
| Hosea, ix. ch. 15 ver. ‘All their wickedness was in Gilgal, for there I hated them’—ra- 
| - ther, ‘ All.their wickedness was in Gilgal, therefore I hated them there.’ They did not 
sin in Gilgal because he hated them there, but he hated them in Gilgal, because there 
The application of this criticism to the verse from John, is to me of very doubtful © 
' propriety. The respectability of the person by whom it was suggested made me refer 
: to the original, but this apostie, though he uses ofi as a copulative in instances almost 
| innumerable, and particularly with a casual signification; never in one instance that we 
have odserved, does he employ it with an illative signification: so that we prefer 
ae the old reading as the true one. ‘We know that we have passed from death to life be- 
cause we love the brethren.’ 
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THE ART OF MISEDUCATION FROM SALZMAN. 
p Lesson 1.— How TO MAKE YOURSELF ODIOUS TO CHILDREN. 


Rue Ist.— You may make them hate you by treating them unjustly. 


Little Charlotte was going out into her father’s orchard. It was full of violets. ‘Oh !’ 
cries Charlotte, full of joy, ‘ what beautiful little flowers! I will gather my apron full, 
and make a nosegay for mother.’ She immediately knelt down, and with great indus 
try gathered her apron full, then she seated herself under an apple tree, and made a 
handsome nosegay. ‘ Here it is!’ said she, ‘ now I will run and carry it tomy dear mo- 
ther. How she will be delighted to kiss me!’ To increase the pleasure of her mother, 
she crépt slily into the kitchen, took a china plate, put the nosegay on it, and went on 
full leap up the stairs to find her mother. But Charlotte stumbled, fell, and broke the 
china plate into a hundred pieces, and scattered her nosegay all around. Her mother 


who was in the room near by, heard the noise, and immediately sprang tothe door. 


when ghe saw the broken plate, she ran back, seized a thick rod, and without inquiring 
a word about the manner in which the plate was broken, came to the child. Terrified» 
both by the fall and on account of the broken plate, and half dead with fear of the rod 

littie Charlotte could only ejaculate ‘dear mother! dear mother! But this was of no 
service to her. ‘ You little wretch!’ said her mother, ‘break a beautiful plate— will you?’ 


—and chastised her severely. Little charlotte was offended, when she found herself. 


treated with such open injustice. She did not forget it for a long time, and never again 
brought a nosegay to her mother. 


Roe 2d. —Teke no part inthe pleasures of you children, show no feeling in the caresses 
you bestow on them, and you will soon make them indifferent to you. 


An agreeable married couple had their heads so full of business and enterprises, that 
they considered every moment lost which they devoted to conversation with their chil- 
dren. husband was busy with calculations of profit, and the wife was always 
plann w to maintain their style of living, and increase their articles of dress. Any 
interruptions from their children were considered as injuring their prospects. If little 
Nicholas skipped up to his father with his A, B, C hook, and said, ‘ Look, father! the 
pretty monkey has got an apple in his paw!’ he received for an answer, ‘don’t disturb 
me!’ He ran to his mother and she sent him away. Then he went with his book in 
his hand to sally, the chambermaid, and she knew how to treat him better. She laughed 
with him over the monkey, showed him the wolf and the bare, and told him how the 
wolf devoured sheep, and ‘ how good roasted hares tasted.’ His‘dear sister Mary treated - 
him in thesame way. She knew his secrets, and entered into all his joys. If his father 
and mother were to journey three months, he would care nothing about it; but if little 
Mary was absent one day from home, he would sob and cry. _ 


Reis 3d.— Deny innocent enjoyments to your children, and you will easily make them 


dislike you. 


A certain man became a father in his fiftieth year. On account of his age, he Fes Afi 
grave and serious in his deportment, and he wished Gustavus to be so also. But Gus, * 


tavus was not. As he was forming his character, he felt very active and lively; he 
jumped about and laughed and sought every kind of amusement. His father was much 
displeased with allthis. Sometimes he took Gustavus with him when he went to walk; 
but if he chased butterflies, or run out of the way to find flowers, the angry father would 
cry out; ‘Gustavus! Gustavus! where are you running to all the while? Can’t you 
stay here? Fie on the wild boy! Look and see how I behave! Can’t you behave as I 
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do?’ His father burned some ninepins which Gustavus had received as a present from 


his uncle, and cut up his ball, saying that the time which his son consumed in play, 
might much better be devoted to learning a chapter from the catechism. If Gustavus 
was in the room with his father, he was — to sit whole hours, without moving 
from his seat. 


By such management he made himself so odious to his son, that he preferred the com” 


pany of the most ignorant people to that of his father. When his father died, no tears 
of sorrow fell from the eyes of Gustavus. ‘I am glad of it,’ he thought, ‘ for I will be 


rid of his hateful presence. I can now live as I please.’ 


Rove 4th.—Show undeserved distrust of your children, and you will teach them to 
hate you. 


‘I have missed part of the money which you brought back to me to-day from the mer. 


chant. Confess this moment, what you have done with it, or the consequenees will be 
very painful! Where is the apple which I laid upon my shelf? Will you never be — 


weaned from this habit of petty thieving?’ After thismanner was Mr Conrad accus- 


tomed to speak to his son Adolphus ; he vexed him with his i whenever he 


missed any thing. 
It is true, Adolphus, though thoughtless, might have lost the money that was mis. 
sing, or he might not have observed that the merchant gave him too little ; or he might 


_ really at previous times have been guilty of taking small things, but no one could ever 
justly charge him with a base design, and he has long since given up the habit alto. 


gether. Must not such unmerciful distrust on the port of the father, deeply mortify 
the feelings of the boy? And can he easily love a father who is so suspicious of him? 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS. 


From Bro. Brotwright, Richmond, Va.— Dear Bro. Scott, The cause of Reformation 
is progressing in this place notwithstanding the great efforts made to put it down: from 
the First Baptist Church of this city 68 members withdrew on the 22d of last month: 
for opinions was the chorge made against them, and we had the choice to withdraw or 
to be turned out, so with all the facts before our eyes we withdrew. The ‘ Herald’ of 


this place of last Friday gives some account of it; though a partial account, I forward 


that paper by the mail for your examination. Bro. A. Campbell will pay some attention 
to it, and so will you I hope. There was not the least charge against our moral or chris- 
tian character. We, the 68 have united ourselves asa church of Christ. Bro. Thomas 
Campbell is with us at this time, who I am sorry to say, has been nigh unto death.+ 

My dear Bro., if you and Bro. A. Campbell could visit old Virginia this tall, the Re- 
formation would perhaps be put beyond all the efforts of its most deadly opposers, as 
Bro. T. Campbell wi!l by that time have efigaged the attention of the people. | 


From Bro. Trowbridge, Washington county, Indiana.—Dear-Bro. Scott, I expect in 


a few minutes to start to meet a little band of Disciples of Christ, who have attempted 


to disentangle themselves from the sayings and commandments of men, and have agreed 
to hear the Saviour and his apostles. I need not detain you ina detail of the progress 
of the Reformation here, believing that you have frequent intelligence from other 
brethren. 

May God Sieseae you, and all others engaged in the great cause of the religion fom 


blessed Saviour. 


+A letter from Bro. A. Campbell informs me that the old gentleman, his father, has 


been restored to comparative health through the prayers of the brethren, for which we 


hi tennis to God our heavenly Father. 
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‘RELIGION 
Vil ne REIGNING SOVEREIGNS OF EUROPE. 
State. Date of Birth] Date of 
Sweden Jan. 26, 1764)Feb. 5, 1818) 94 
Russia | July 6,1796/Dec. 1,1 29 Ch. 
i@ Denmark Jan. 28, 1768|Mar. 13, 1808) 40 
Great Britain j Ang. 21, 1765) June 26, 1 65 
Holland Aug. 24,1772iDec. 3, 1813) 41 
Belgium 16, 1790)July 21, 1831) 40 
Prussia Aug. 3,1770|Nov. 19, 1797) 27 
Anthony do. jSaxony.. Dec. 27,1755|May 5, 1827) 71 
Francis 10, 1756/ April 24, 1785, 28 
George do. |Mecklenb’g-Strelitz | Aug. 12,1779|Nov. 6, 1816) 37 
Augustus do. idenbur [July 13, 178?|May 21,1 46 | 
i William ke |Brunswi April 25, 1806|Sept. 9, 1830) 24 
William do. {Nassau jJune 14, 1792\Jan. 9, 1816; 23 
Ch. Frederick Gr Duke/Saxe-Weimar Feb. 2, 1782)June 14, 1828) 45 
Ernest e |Saxe-Coburg-Gotha/Jan, 2,1764|)Dec. 9,1 22 
il Bernard do. |Saxe-Meningen Dec. 17, 1€00)Dec. 24, 1803) 3 
Frederick do. Saxe-Altenberg April 29, 1762/Sept. 22, 1780) 17 
Leopold do. Anhalt Dessau 1,1794|Aug. 9,1817) 22 
Alexis do. |Anhalt-Beraburg |June 12, 1767)April 9, 1796) 28 
| Ferdinand do. Anhalt-Cothen June 15, 1769|Dee. 16, 18178} 48 
Gunther Prince |Schwartz’gRudols‘t|Nov. 6, A pril28, 1807) 13 
Gunther | do. Schwaitz’gSond’r’n|Dec. 5, 1760)Oct. 14, 1794) 33 | 
| Henry | do. Reuss-Elder Line /|March1, 1790 26 
= Henry LXII. de. Reuss-Young'r Line|May 31, 1785 32 | 
Leopold do. j|Lippe-Detmould (Nov. 6, 1796 
|GeorgeWilliam;| do, Schauenburg-Lippe |Dec. 20, 1784 2 
George do. {Waldeck Sep. 20, 1789} 24 
Louis ndg’e |Hesse Homburg Aug. 29, 1770 59 
= Ch.Leopold Fr.|Gr.Duke/ Baden Aug. 29, 1790 40 
| a William II lector |Hesse-Cassel July 28,1777 44 
| | + Louis r Duke|Hesse-Darmstadt ({Dec. 26,1777 52 
| Anthony Huhenzi’n Sigmar’n| June 20, 1762 23 
7 Frederick Hohenzi’n Hechin’n|July 22, 1776 34 
lf John Joseph | Lichtenstein June 26, 1760 44 
William Wartemburg Sep. 27,178) 35 
ti Louis Aug. 25, 1786 39 
i Francis Feb. 12, 1768 24 
Louis-Philip ra Oct. 6, 1772 57 
‘| Em. Fr. Fischer Switzerland Rep. 
t Ferdinand VII Oct. 14, 1784 23 
Miguel Oct. 26, 1802 24 
1 h’ls Aug. 16, 1800 31 
Leo Oct. 3, 1797 26 
M Dec. 12, 179) 22 
Francis IV Oct. 6,1 35° 
Charles Louis Lucca Dec. 23, 1799|Mar. 13, 1824} 24. 
States of the Church/Sep. 18, 17 


r 
Ferdinand II. 


Two Sicilies Jan. 12, 1810|)Nov. 8, 1830 
AntonioC onian sles, 
Capo d’istria reece 1822 do. 
{Mahmoud II. Turkey July 20, 1785\July 28, 1808] 23 


= #The king of Saxony and the duke of Anhalt Cothen are Catholics, though the 
of their subjects are Protestants; andthe-king of ‘is is a Protestant, 
subjects are mostly Catholics.—Frederick Augustus is joint regent of Saxony.— 
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